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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image 
processing method and a character recognition method 
by which background data with a high density higher 
than that of low contrast character data can be 

removed. i 'Z i?; 

SOLUTION: A density conversion section 2 converts 
image data with a linear reflectance from an image input 
section 1 into image data with a linear density. In this 
case, the density conversion section 2 converts the 
image data into the image data with the linear density, in 
such a way that a constant output can be obtained with 
respect to an input range, where the density of 
background data with a high density is overlapped with 
the density of low contrast character data. An edge 
processing section 3 calculates the amount of edge and 
outputs data, in response to the edge amount so as to 
give the density difference between the density of the 
high density background data and the density of the low 
contrast character data. A background elimination 
section 4 sets '0' to the density of the high density background data with a prescribed density 
or below, and provides a resulting output to remove the background data. 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

This invention relates to an image processing method of 
quantizing a multivalued image to perform image process- 
ing. The luminance frequency of the multivalued image is 
calculated, a quantization threshold for quantization is speci- 
fied on the basis of the calculated luminance frequency, a 
representative value used for quantization of the multivalued 
image is calculated on the basis of the specified quantization 
threshold and the luminance frequency, and the multivalued 
image is quantized using the calculated representative value. 
The quantization threshold is an average luminance value 
obtained when the histogram distribution converges to make 
the skew of the histogram distribution of the luminance 
frequency fall within a predetermined range, The represen- 
tative value is an average luminance value in each distribu- 
tion region of the histogram distribution of the luminance 
frequency that is divided by the quantization threshold. 
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